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This pack has been commissioned by the Essex Record Office and was created by Pippa 
Smith of Handling the Past  http://handlingthepast.co.uk/ working with the support of a 
range of partners. 

The pack contains three PowerPoints and Teachers Notes with background to the events 
of January 31st, 1953, along with some suggestions for class activities linked to the 
PowerPoints. Activities have also been provided by the Environment Agency. 

The photographs, audio recordings and maps used are also provided as individual files 
to help you create your own activities.  

Contents 

PowerPoint 1 Why did the floods happen? 
PowerPoint 2 Jaywick floods 
PowerPoint 3 What keeps us safe today? 
Teachers’ pack 
Environment Agency resources 

• Emergency bag activity cards 
• Flood game 
• My flood plan 
• My school flood plan 

 
Photographs used in the PowerPoints  

Jaywick Floods 

Slide Photograph filenames (all are .jpg) 
Slide 2 Jaywick under water 
Slide 3 Chalets after flood 
Slide 4 Martello tower Jaywick floods 
Slide 5 Early Midway 
Slide 8 Jaywick near noticeboard 
Slide 10 Jaywick garage 
Slide 11 Animals 
Slide 13 PDSA 2 
Slide 14 Evacuees 
Slide 16 Seawick toward tower 
Slide 17 Scouts clearing up 

What keeps us safe today? 

Slide Photograph filenames (all are .jpg) 
Slide 2 Butlins Clacton Wall rebuild 
Slide 3 Jaywick rock groynes and seawall 
Slide 4 Flood gate at Jaywick 

http://handlingthepast.co.uk/
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Slide 5 Jaywick sea wall 2 
Jaywick beach sea wall and rock groyne 

 

Audio recordings used in the Jaywick Floods Powerpoint, from the Essex Sound and 
Video Archive 

Slide Recording filenames (all are .mp3) 
Slide 7 Derek and Audrey Frost 1 
Slide 9 Don Harmer 
Slide 12 Malcolm MaGregor 
Slide 15 Derek and Audrey Frost 2 

Transcripts and additional information about each audio recording 

Maps used in the Teachers‘ Pack 

Flood map 1 
Flood map 2 

 
Additional resources 
The Environment Agency has proved additional photographs. 
 
Jaywick 1953 sea defences 
Jaywick old pic of beach levels (1950s) 
Sea wall update after 1953 
Waves coming over the wall in front of old Butlins 
Jaywick 2008 beach recharge scheme 
Work on sea defences 
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This information is issued by 

Essex County Council, Essex Record Office 

 

You can contact us in the following ways: 

By Email: ero.searchroom@essex.gov.uk 

Visit our website: www.essexrecordoffice.co.uk 

By telephone: 033301 32122 

By Post: Essex Record Office, Wharf Road, Chelmsford, CM2 6YT 

 

Read our blog at http://www.essexrecordofficeblog.co.uk/ 

 facebook.com/EssexRecordOffice 

@essexarchive   

 @EssexRecordOffice 

Published January 2023 
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